
INTENSIVE CARE MEDICINE SBA QUESTIONS 

 

1. A pulmonary embolus is suspected in a patient in the ICU. He is  
haemodynamically stable.  
 
Which investigation is the most useful for the diagnosis of pulmonary embolus in  
this patient?  
 
A. Transoesophageal echocardiography  
B. CT pulmonary angiography  
C. 12 lead ECG  
D. Isotope lung scanning  
E. Blood D-Dimer  
  
 ANSWER = B  
  
  
 
 2. A 75 year-old man is admitted to HDU following an episode of severe chest pain  
 and collapse with transient loss of consciousness. On admission he is conscious  
 but complaining of chest pain radiating into his back. Blood pressure measured  
 in the right arm is 210/110. The left radial pulse is absent and there are signs of a  
 left hemiparesis  
  
 Which one of the following is the most likely diagnosis?  
 
 A. Acute pulmonary embolism  
 B. Acute myocardial infarction with systemic embolisation.  
 C. Dissecting aneurysm of the thoracic aorta  
 D. Acute rupture of the aortic valve  
 E. Rupture of a mycotic aneurysm of the aortic arch  
  
 ANSWER = C  
 
3. A 60 year-old woman has had a mitral valve replacement for chronic mitral stenosis  
and is on cardiac ITU post-operatively. She is awake and self ventilating. SPO2  
91%, FiO2= 0.6. Monitoring shows atrial fibrillation at 90/min, blood pressure 88/60  
and pulmonary artery pressures of 45/15.  
 
Which single drug is most appropriate first line treatment to reduce the pulmonary  
artery pressure?  
  
  
A. Inhaled nitric oxide  
B. Inhaled prostacyclin  
C. Oral sildenafil  
D. Intravenous isoprenaline  
E. Intravenous milrinone  
  
ANSWER = E 
 
NB: The above examples are FRCA Intensive Care SBAs but are of a similar standard to those that will 

form part of the FICM MCQ. They should be viewed as good examples of SBA question style/format. 

Specific FFICM SBA examples will be posted in place of these examples once the bank is populated with 

sufficient questions. Further examples of FRCA SBAs can be found on the RCoA website 

http://www.rcoa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/EXM-SBA-Specimens.pdf 

http://www.rcoa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/EXM-SBA-Specimens.pdf

